
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
Dear  
 
Further to our previous correspondence regarding your request for the following information: 
 

please could you provide me with the following: 
 
i) can you confirm (yes/no) that the AWE has no idea whether the Merlin database has been 
accessed at any point between 2014 and 2022. 
ii) can you confirm whether any changes to the Merlin database, other than the software update you 
mention, were made between 2014 and 2022, ie additions to its contents or declassification. 
iii) can you confirm how many times each individual accessed the database from 2022 onwards, i.e. 
Person X 15 times, Person Y 97 times, etc, without identifying the individual concerned. 
iv) can you confirm the dates and times of each access. 
v) can you confirm how many of the 283 accesses were for a) FOI requests, b) DSARs, c) press 
inquiries, d) ministerial queries, e) lawyer requests f) pension applications g) other reasons 
vi) whether any of the files in the Merlin database relate to correspondence from veterans, legal 
discussions or correspondence from lawyers, or the initiation of the mortality studies into nuclear test 
veterans conducted by the National Radiological Protection Board or its successors. 

 
Your request has been handled as a request for information under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (the 
Act). A search for the requested information within the Atomic Weapons Establishment (AWE) has now been 
completed, and we can confirm that some information in scope of your request is held.  We will address 
each of your points in turn:    
 
i) No informa�on is held on the access of the Merlin database between 2014 and 2022, under Sec�on 

16 this is due to a system so�ware change however AWE is aware that the database was accessed 
during this period. 

 
ii) The Merlin database has had no changes to its contents as it is a read-only system, protected from 
modification.  
 
ii) Person A – 46 �mes 

Person B – 17 �mes 
Person C – 20 �mes 
Person D – 7 �mes 
Person E – 86 �mes 
Person F – 7 �mes 
Person G – 2 �mes 
Person H – 45 �mes 
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Person I – 8 �mes 
Person J – 1 �me 
Person K -3 �mes 
Person L – 35 �mes 
Person M – 10 �mes  
 
Under Sec�on 16, advice and assistance, it may be helpful to note that there are currently 8 ac�ve 
users from February 2024, 3 individuals on here have had their accounts deac�vated or are 2 admin 
accounts with no access to the files.  
 

iv) Regarding dates and times of each access, AWE does hold information, please see the attached. 
  
v) No information is held on how many times the database was accessed for these reasons under 
Section 16, advice and assistance, for each occasion of access, the only reason given in the audit trail is 
‘opening database’, AWE are aware that the database is used for SARs and FOIs.  
 
vi) In relation to the contents of the Merlin database: 

• The Merlin database contains some correspondence from veterans.  Under Sec�on 16, advice and 
assistance, this correspondence are war pension claims for compensa�on submited to the Veterans 
Agency which have been copied to AWE.  

• No informa�on can be located with regards to legal discussions or correspondence from lawyers.  
• No informa�on can be located with regards to the ini�a�on of the mortality studies into nuclear test 

veterans conducted by the Na�onal Radiological Protec�on Board. Under Sec�on 16 advice and 
assistance, we can confirm that the database does contain copies of the 3 mortality studies 
conducted in 1988, 1993 and 2003. Under Sec�on 21, informa�on reasonably accessible to the 
applicant by other means, the links to the Bri�sh Library Catalogue for these documents are included 
below. 

 
Mortality and cancer incidence in UK participants in UK atmospheric nuclear weapon tests and experimental 
programmes. - British Library (exlibrisgroup.com)  
 
Mortality and cancer incidence 1952-1990 in UK participants in the UK atmospheric nuclear weapon tests 
and programmes. - British Library (exlibrisgroup.com) 
 
Mortality and cancer incidence 1952-1998 in UK participants in the UK atmospheric nuclear weapons tests 
and experimental programmes - British Library (exlibrisgroup.com) 
 
To check the availability please contact The British Library’s Reference Services team by emailing 
bl ref services@bl.uk 
 
Please remember to quote the reference number above in any future communications. If you have any 
queries regarding the content of this letter, please contact this office in the first instance. 

If you are unhappy with the way your request has been handled you have a right to request an internal 
review within 40 days of receiving this letter, by writing to information.requests@awe.co.uk or our postal 
address: Information Requests Team, AWE Aldermaston, Reading, RG7 4PR. If you are still unhappy after an 



 

 

internal review has been completed, under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act 
2000 you have the right to take your complaint to the Information Commissioner’s Office. Please note the 
Commissioner will generally not consider a complaint until you have exhausted AWE’s internal complaints 
process. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
AWE Information Requests Team 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Date and time Reason User
2022-04-07 13:13:58.332 +0100  opening database Person M
2022-04-07 13:16:35.998 +0100  opening database Person M
2022-04-07 13:20:06.121 +0100  opening database Person C
2022-04-13 09:38:46.445 +0100  opening database Person M
2022-04-13 09:53:36.120 +0100  opening database Person C
2022-04-13 09:57:10.672 +0100  opening database Person M
2022-04-13 10:02:32.460 +0100  opening database Person M
2022-04-13 10:07:43.474 +0100  opening database Person C
2022-04-13 10:15:38.400 +0100  opening database Person M
2022-04-13 10:30:34.207 +0100  opening database Person C
2022-04-13 10:41:59.145 +0100  opening database Person M
2022-04-14 09:44:58.142 +0100  opening database Person C
2022-04-19 18:00:06.023 +0100  opening database Person C
2022-04-20 14:34:17.173 +0100  opening database Person M
2022-04-20 14:42:50.389 +0100  opening database Person M
2022-04-20 14:53:01.980 +0100  opening database Person M
2022-11-02 09:05:01.180 +0000  opening database Person B
2022-11-02 09:06:23.453 +0000  opening database Person B
2022-11-02 09:10:31.567 +0000  opening database Person B
2022-11-03 11:15:29.395 +0000  opening database Person B
2022-11-04 16:14:46.470 +0000  opening database Person B
2022-11-07 11:23:24.612 +0000  opening database Person B
2022-11-08 07:54:30.651 +0000  opening database Person A
2022-11-08 10:08:02.982 +0000  opening database Person A
2022-11-08 11:25:56.553 +0000  opening database Person J
2022-11-15 12:32:39.956 +0000  opening database Person B
2022-11-17 08:50:55.951 +0000  opening database Person E
2022-11-17 08:51:51.711 +0000  opening database Person F
2022-11-17 09:18:51.467 +0000  opening database Person I
2022-11-18 11:11:25.429 +0000  opening database Person B
2022-11-21 14:20:12.777 +0000  opening database Person H
2022-11-22 08:01:34.294 +0000  opening database Person A
2022-11-24 11:03:43.579 +0000  opening database Person B
2022-11-29 13:24:01.104 +0000  opening database Person A
2022-11-29 16:18:09.172 +0000  opening database Person E
2022-11-30 07:47:44.966 +0000  opening database Person E
2022-11-30 08:17:37.560 +0000  opening database Person A
2022-11-30 08:24:28.950 +0000  opening database Person A
2022-11-30 10:39:57.926 +0000  opening database Person G
2022-12-06 08:03:06.027 +0000  opening database Person E
2022-12-07 08:10:25.810 +0000  opening database Person A
2022-12-07 08:42:02.649 +0000  opening database Person A
2022-12-07 08:53:54.901 +0000  opening database Person C
2022-12-07 13:32:58.066 +0000  opening database Person E
2022-12-14 11:58:03.543 +0000  opening database Person B
2022-12-16 15:35:39.762 +0000  opening database Person E
2022-12-16 15:48:37.438 +0000  opening database Person E
2022-12-19 10:40:13.464 +0000  opening database Person F
2022-12-19 10:54:58.690 +0000  opening database Person F



2022-12-21 10:51:37.382 +0000  opening database Person E
2023-01-05 10:59:32.530 +0000  opening database Person E
2023-01-12 08:21:48.956 +0000  opening database Person G
2023-01-24 10:32:01.366 +0000  opening database Person E
2023-01-30 10:24:32.995 +0000  opening database Person B
2023-02-07 14:30:17.608 +0000  opening database Person A
2023-02-07 14:43:30.609 +0000  opening database Person A
2023-02-07 14:53:32.030 +0000  opening database Person I
2023-02-09 09:36:35.956 +0000  opening database Person I
2023-02-14 16:28:27.002 +0000  opening database Person A
2023-02-15 08:15:57.697 +0000  opening database Person A
2023-02-15 08:31:42.099 +0000  opening database Person A
2023-02-15 10:39:34.451 +0000  opening database Person K
2023-02-16 11:45:24.991 +0000  opening database Person D
2023-02-16 11:50:45.224 +0000  opening database Person D
2023-02-21 07:56:34.332 +0000  opening database Person E
2023-03-01 14:20:58.445 +0000  opening database Person A
2023-03-01 14:23:26.702 +0000  opening database Person A
2023-03-09 08:39:16.278 +0000  opening database Person B
2023-03-09 09:17:26.452 +0000  opening database Person B
2023-03-09 09:19:00.432 +0000  opening database Person B
2023-03-09 14:12:01.382 +0000  opening database Person C
2023-03-09 14:41:53.715 +0000  opening database Person L
2023-03-09 14:47:38.741 +0000  opening database Person L
2023-03-24 11:48:58.542 +0000  opening database Person E
2023-03-24 12:07:53.179 +0000  opening database Person E
2023-03-24 12:52:39.838 +0000  opening database Person E
2023-03-27 10:48:37.677 +0100  opening database Person L
2023-03-28 09:25:21.180 +0100  opening database Person E
2023-04-26 11:56:37.778 +0100  opening database Person L
2023-04-26 12:41:56.182 +0100  opening database Person E
2023-05-05 16:49:08.608 +0100  opening database Person K
2023-05-11 12:10:16.981 +0100  opening database Person E
2023-05-11 13:12:10.436 +0100  opening database Person E
2023-05-23 09:00:19.798 +0100  opening database Person L
2023-05-23 14:34:53.356 +0100  opening database Person E
2023-05-23 16:26:09.964 +0100  opening database Person L
2023-05-24 09:59:16.063 +0100  opening database Person E
2023-05-24 12:16:13.630 +0100  opening database Person A
2023-05-30 10:33:20.507 +0100  opening database Person E
2023-05-30 12:28:08.915 +0100  opening database Person A
2023-05-31 13:27:33.137 +0100  opening database Person L
2023-06-06 14:13:07.282 +0100  opening database Person E
2023-06-07 08:05:27.002 +0100  opening database Person E
2023-06-13 10:59:26.013 +0100  opening database Person L
2023-06-13 11:02:15.035 +0100  opening database Person L
2023-06-13 11:19:14.309 +0100  opening database Person L
2023-06-14 08:19:04.786 +0100  opening database Person E
2023-06-14 08:21:14.384 +0100  opening database Person E
2023-06-14 12:55:40.126 +0100  opening database Person E



2023-06-15 09:00:59.853 +0100  opening database Person L
2023-06-15 11:57:18.360 +0100  opening database Person D
2023-06-15 15:15:21.205 +0100  opening database Person D
2023-06-19 10:59:56.328 +0100  opening database Person L
2023-06-20 07:40:33.612 +0100  opening database Person E
2023-06-20 08:56:28.664 +0100  opening database Person E
2023-06-21 10:24:16.414 +0100  opening database Person E
2023-06-22 09:53:56.682 +0100  opening database Person L
2023-07-03 08:00:02.563 +0100  opening database Person A
2023-07-03 12:06:15.573 +0100  opening database Person L
2023-07-03 13:39:10.639 +0100  opening database Person L
2023-07-20 13:41:41.768 +0100  opening database Person D
2023-07-20 13:58:52.864 +0100  opening database Person L
2023-07-25 11:53:01.818 +0100  opening database Person B
2023-07-25 15:48:41.996 +0100  opening database Person B
2023-07-26 10:40:32.633 +0100  opening database Person E
2023-07-26 11:33:11.737 +0100  opening database Person E
2023-07-26 12:15:11.864 +0100  opening database Person E
2023-07-26 17:19:21.621 +0100  opening database Person B
2023-07-27 08:42:57.830 +0100  opening database Person E
2023-07-27 11:33:53.333 +0100  opening database Person D
2023-07-27 11:36:00.485 +0100  opening database Person D
2023-07-28 14:05:11.682 +0100  opening database Person E
2023-07-31 11:37:55.924 +0100  opening database Person A
2023-07-31 12:53:29.619 +0100  opening database Person H
2023-08-02 11:11:40.001 +0100  opening database Person A
2023-08-02 11:40:46.962 +0100  opening database Person A
2023-08-07 09:12:59.895 +0100  opening database Person H
2023-08-07 09:32:24.008 +0100  opening database Person H
2023-08-07 09:56:36.101 +0100  opening database Person C
2023-08-07 10:23:54.739 +0100  opening database Person A
2023-08-07 13:50:37.086 +0100  opening database Person C
2023-08-07 13:53:49.788 +0100  opening database Person H
2023-08-07 14:48:03.195 +0100  opening database Person A
2023-08-07 14:54:36.523 +0100  opening database Person H
2023-08-07 15:05:02.851 +0100  opening database Person C
2023-08-07 15:06:16.924 +0100  opening database Person C
2023-08-07 15:21:45.366 +0100  opening database Person H
2023-08-07 15:29:48.908 +0100  opening database Person H
2023-08-07 17:55:15.168 +0100  opening database Person H
2023-08-08 10:10:22.582 +0100  opening database Person C
2023-08-08 11:44:12.277 +0100  opening database Person C
2023-08-09 07:57:28.389 +0100  opening database Person A
2023-08-09 08:38:56.112 +0100  opening database Person H
2023-08-09 09:23:04.766 +0100  opening database Person C
2023-08-09 09:46:02.425 +0100  opening database Person A
2023-08-14 10:58:00.861 +0100  opening database Person A
2023-08-14 13:23:46.535 +0100  opening database Person H
2023-08-14 15:06:57.107 +0100  opening database Person A
2023-08-16 09:18:29.983 +0100  opening database Person H



2023-08-17 13:36:14.379 +0100  opening database Person E
2023-08-17 13:38:29.135 +0100  opening database Person E
2023-08-23 10:27:56.821 +0100  opening database Person H
2023-08-23 10:29:27.437 +0100  opening database Person H
2023-08-23 14:30:40.843 +0100  opening database Person L
2023-08-29 13:01:38.096 +0100  opening database Person E
2023-08-30 08:01:04.609 +0100  opening database Person E
2023-08-30 08:43:25.923 +0100  opening database Person H
2023-09-06 14:14:38.127 +0100  opening database Person L
2023-09-12 09:02:43.707 +0100  opening database Person E
2023-09-12 11:19:44.923 +0100  opening database Person E
2023-09-12 12:09:05.005 +0100  opening database Person A
2023-09-12 13:33:33.515 +0100  opening database Person L
2023-09-12 16:13:53.947 +0100  opening database Person A
2023-09-13 07:52:27.003 +0100  opening database Person E
2023-09-20 09:26:09.707 +0100  opening database Person H
2023-09-20 10:13:45.799 +0100  opening database Person H
2023-09-20 11:49:44.324 +0100  opening database Person A
2023-09-20 12:25:36.070 +0100  opening database Person A
2023-09-21 07:40:54.480 +0100  opening database Person E
2023-09-21 07:44:51.567 +0100  opening database Person E
2023-09-21 07:48:36.044 +0100  opening database Person E
2023-09-21 07:52:26.710 +0100  opening database Person E
2023-09-21 08:28:22.174 +0100  opening database Person E
2023-09-21 08:35:28.620 +0100  opening database Person E
2023-09-21 09:22:50.011 +0100  opening database Person E
2023-09-21 09:24:05.231 +0100  opening database Person I
2023-09-22 15:20:44.327 +0100  opening database Person C
2023-09-26 15:28:39.556 +0100  opening database Person E
2023-09-26 15:58:41.128 +0100  opening database Person A
2023-09-26 16:03:40.954 +0100  opening database Person A
2023-09-27 07:20:53.544 +0100  opening database Person E
2023-09-27 11:02:18.173 +0100  opening database Person E
2023-09-27 13:24:24.011 +0100  opening database Person E
2023-09-27 15:50:04.030 +0100  opening database Person I
2023-09-27 15:51:21.472 +0100  opening database Person I
2023-09-27 17:08:42.389 +0100  opening database Person E
2023-09-28 08:44:05.662 +0100  opening database Person E
2023-10-02 13:20:40.713 +0100  opening database Person A
2023-10-03 07:27:24.364 +0100  opening database Person E
2023-10-03 10:59:31.734 +0100  opening database Person K
2023-10-11 10:40:53.326 +0100  opening database Person E
2023-10-11 11:48:32.586 +0100  opening database Person E
2023-10-12 11:33:08.608 +0100  opening database Person L
2023-10-12 11:33:35.668 +0100  opening database Person L
2023-10-12 11:40:02.665 +0100  opening database Person L
2023-10-19 07:43:27.036 +0100  opening database Person E
2023-10-20 09:30:46.203 +0100  opening database Person E
2023-10-24 09:31:21.529 +0100  opening database Person A
2023-10-24 13:54:40.729 +0100  opening database Person E



2023-10-25 12:01:04.587 +0100  opening database Person L
2023-11-06 10:59:48.199 +0000  opening database Person H
2023-11-14 10:22:30.180 +0000  opening database Person L
2023-11-15 08:58:24.678 +0000  opening database Person A
2023-11-17 08:21:14.547 +0000  opening database Person E
2023-11-21 10:12:42.918 +0000  opening database Person A
2023-11-21 12:13:55.908 +0000  opening database Person L
2023-11-21 13:26:59.429 +0000  opening database Person E
2023-11-23 15:44:36.352 +0000  opening database Person E
2023-11-28 07:35:38.662 +0000  opening database Person E
2023-11-28 07:54:44.698 +0000  opening database Person E
2023-11-28 12:20:18.242 +0000  opening database Person A
2023-11-29 07:57:14.172 +0000  opening database Person E
2023-11-29 11:02:43.836 +0000  opening database Person H
2023-11-30 07:28:33.518 +0000  opening database Person E
2023-11-30 12:09:23.324 +0000  opening database Person H
2023-11-30 12:14:39.471 +0000  opening database Person H
2023-11-30 12:52:42.926 +0000  opening database Person H
2023-11-30 12:58:42.324 +0000  opening database Person E
2023-12-01 07:27:53.521 +0000  opening database Person E
2023-12-01 07:47:41.337 +0000  opening database Person A
2023-12-01 09:01:21.527 +0000  opening database Person H
2023-12-01 13:29:15.062 +0000  opening database Person E
2023-12-04 07:22:09.260 +0000  opening database Person A
2023-12-04 08:44:00.825 +0000  opening database Person H
2023-12-05 07:16:53.900 +0000  opening database Person A
2023-12-05 07:39:20.740 +0000  opening database Person E
2023-12-05 08:26:57.606 +0000  opening database Person H
2023-12-05 14:04:32.730 +0000  opening database Person E
2023-12-05 16:48:38.614 +0000  opening database Person H
2023-12-06 12:35:23.062 +0000  opening database Person H
2023-12-07 14:08:29.646 +0000  opening database Person E
2023-12-07 14:26:02.912 +0000  opening database Person E
2023-12-11 10:33:29.722 +0000  opening database Person H
2023-12-11 12:37:39.245 +0000  opening database Person L
2023-12-12 10:59:43.206 +0000  opening database Person A
2023-12-13 09:19:41.984 +0000  opening database Person H
2023-12-14 11:10:14.627 +0000  opening database Person E
2023-12-14 13:36:33.201 +0000  opening database Person H
2023-12-14 14:34:51.531 +0000  opening database Person H
2023-12-18 12:14:37.626 +0000  opening database Person H
2023-12-19 07:25:25.890 +0000  opening database Person E
2023-12-19 11:45:47.881 +0000  opening database Person E
2023-12-20 11:16:43.726 +0000  opening database Person E
2024-01-03 09:02:19.190 +0000  opening database Person L
2024-01-08 08:51:45.725 +0000  opening database Person L
2024-01-08 10:25:29.390 +0000  opening database Person C
2024-01-11 13:21:41.907 +0000  opening database Person E
2024-01-16 07:46:39.150 +0000  opening database Person A
2024-01-16 08:00:58.813 +0000  opening database Person E



2024-01-17 10:17:06.017 +0000  opening database Person L
2024-01-17 15:07:07.789 +0000  opening database Person E
2024-01-17 15:29:28.339 +0000  opening database Person E
2024-01-18 12:25:31.065 +0000  opening database Person L
2024-01-22 08:30:59.041 +0000  opening database Person A
2024-01-23 08:32:17.681 +0000  opening database Person L
2024-02-05 12:09:34.234 +0000  opening database Person L
2024-02-05 12:12:03.067 +0000  opening database Person L
2024-02-09 09:04:58.256 +0000  opening database Person H
2024-02-13 15:34:13.940 +0000  opening database Person H
2024-02-14 10:23:07.456 +0000  opening database Person H
2024-02-14 14:21:44.772 +0000  opening database Person H
2024-02-15 12:33:59.331 +0000  opening database Person L
2024-02-19 11:03:31.900 +0000  opening database Person H
2024-02-19 13:12:45.781 +0000  opening database Person H
2024-02-19 14:39:58.041 +0000  opening database Person C
2024-02-20 11:31:41.448 +0000  opening database Person C
2024-02-21 07:30:03.100 +0000  opening database Person E
2024-02-21 09:01:32.113 +0000  opening database Person H
2024-02-21 12:01:07.771 +0000  opening database Person H
2024-02-21 12:15:15.677 +0000  opening database Person E
2024-02-21 14:03:52.311 +0000  opening database Person C
2024-02-21 15:31:17.613 +0000  opening database Person H
2024-02-21 15:40:30.393 +0000  opening database Person H
2024-02-21 15:52:47.859 +0000  opening database Person A
2024-02-22 10:37:14.638 +0000  opening database Person H
2024-02-22 11:54:03.951 +0000  opening database Person L
2024-02-23 08:32:31.188 +0000  opening database Person H
2024-02-26 08:09:57.733 +0000  opening database Person A
2024-02-26 15:05:56.439 +0000  opening database Person I
2024-02-26 15:08:58.340 +0000  opening database Person I
2024-02-27 09:26:46.219 +0000  opening database Person E
2024-02-27 09:29:12.007 +0000  opening database Person H
2024-02-27 09:46:57.567 +0000  opening database Person E




